
TELL QRAYA 
a s u m m a r y  of: t h e  1984 season-by S t e p h e n  Re imer  

T e l l  Qraya, i d e n t i f i e d  as a P r o t o l i t e r a t e  
s i t e  dur ing  a reconnaissance suruey i n  
1977 and excavated i n  four seasons since 
then, was again excauated i n  the F a l l  o f  
1984.The s i t e  i s  approximately 190 meters 
i n  diameter and has about three f ou r ths  
of i t s  sur f  ace occupied by modern houses. 
I t  l i e s  on the west bank of  the Euphrates 
r i v e r  and s i t s  on a rock shelf which has 
preserved the T e l l  frm erosion by the 
r i v e r .  Excavations are being ca r r i ed  out 
under the d i rectorsh ip  o f  Giorg io  and 
Mary1 in-Kell  y Buccel l a t  i and i n  
conjunct ion w i t h  excavations a t  nearby 
T e l l  Ashara-Terqa. Our i ng , the 1984 
season, the w r i t e r  a c t i d -  as f i e l d  

d i r ec to r  and was ass is ted by h i s  wi fe,  
Darleen Reimer and Mr.tlarK Chavalas. 

I n  1981, Mr Dan Shimabuku and the w r i t e r  
began a 10 X 10 meter square w i t h  the 
goal o f  es tab l i sh ing  a s t r a t i g r a p h i c a l l y  
con t ro l l ed  sequence of po t te r y  f r a n  the 
surface, t o  v i r g i n  s o i l l  an estimated s i x  
meters i n  deapth. Approximately three 
meters o f  mater ia l  w e e  remwed dur ing 
tha t  season and so, i n  the 1984 season, 
t h i s  operat ion was continued. I n  
addi t ion,  three other squares were opened 
t h i s  season and excauated t o  a deapth of 
about one meter, most o f  which was modern 
debr i s  or  s t r a t  i graphy disturbed by 
modern bul l-dozing. 

WERVIEW OF 10 X 10 METER SQUARE SHWING WEN, DISPOML PIT, AND MSE OF WLL 



A PORTION OF THE WBROKEN BEVELED-RIM BOWLS 

a t  l e a s t  w i t h  o n l y  minor breaks. One 
complete pour ing  l i p  bowl was found a long 
w i t h  several  other  p a r t i a l  ones. Two 
i n t e r e s t i n g  spouted j a r s  were found w i t h  
handles on the top, much 1 i ke a modern 
day teapot.  Other small vessels inc luded 
a small narrow-neck j a r ,  a small saucer, 
one m a l l  boul and a m a l l  i n c i s e d  
four- lugged j a r .  

A very  i n t e r e s t i n g  f i n d  was a complete 
l a d l e  a long w i t h  another almost complete 
l a d l e .  There together w i t h  numerous j a r  
s toppers and b u l l a  fragements support an 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h i r  area as an outdoor 
cooking area f o r  food, combined w i t h  a 
d isposal  area f o r  food m a t e r i a l  and 
conta iners.  The predani nance o f  
beveled-r im b w l s  i n  t h i r  contex t  
suggests t h a t  the use o f  beveled-rim 
bowls might  be connected w i t h  sane 
aspect o f  food prepara t ion  or  
consumption. 

Besides the numerous vessels uncovered, 
there  were a1 so several c y l  i nder and 
stamp seal impressions found on va r ious  
unbaked c l a y  ob jec ts .  The impressions 
were a1 1 o f  animate o b j e c t s  (non 
g e m e t e r i c ) ,  and inc luded animals such as 
a t u r t l e ,  a scorpion, r boar, a b u l l ,  and 
a snake. There i s  a l s o  an impression o f  a 
row of p r i soners  w i t h  hands t i e d  behind 
t h e i r  backs and a rope between the 
pr isoners .  Another impression p i c t u r e s  a 
wanan i n  a s i t t i n g  p o s i t i o n  h o l d i n g  a 
sp i nd l  l whor 1 and wool . 

There are o f  course many other  o b j e c t s  
which cannot be inc luded here. A f i n a l  
one which m e r i t s  a t t e n t i o n  though i s  a 
p o r t i o n  o f  a w e l l  made stone vessel,  
perhaps a shal low bowl. The stone i s  a 
b lack and wh i te  marble which i s  not  found 
i n  the area o f  T e l l  Qraya and must have 
been imported, more than l i k e l y ,  fran the 
northen area o f  modern day Syr ia .  T e l l  
Qraya must ce r ta in1  y have es tab l  i shed 
t rade r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  i t s  nor thern  

THREE SIZES OF BNELED-RIM BOWLS 



WEN TOP EXCAVATED TO BASE OF FIRE PIT 

I n  the 10 X 10 meter square beaun i n  - 
1981, approximately one meter of 
s t r a t i g r a p h y  was removed, several major 
fea tu res  were found and an almost 
unbel iavable amount o f  p o t t e r y  war 
recovered. The fea tu res  together w i t h  the 
a r t i f a c t s  suggest an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  
t h i s  area as  a  ' food processing' 
f a c i  1  i ty .  

One o f  the important fea tu res  o f  t h i s  
area was a  l a rge  oven (which might a l s o  
be i n t e r p r e t e d  as a k i l n ) .  The oven had a  
t h i c k  (approximately 20cm) ceramic 
' g r i l l '  w i t h  ho les  t o  a l l ow  heat from the 
f i r e  below t o  pass through i n t o  a  chamber 
above. The top chamber was not preserved 
except f o r  a  few f ragnents  c lose t o  the 
g r i l l  which were two t o  three cent imeters  
t h i c k ,  s i m i l a r  t o  the tannurs used f o r  
bread. 

Connected t o  the oven area i s  a  small 
d isposal  area or  midden. There' appears t o  
have been a  p i t ,  about two meters i n  
diameter and about a  meter and a  h a l f  
deep, which, once i t  was f u l l ,  the 
disposed m a t e r i a l  overf lowed i n t o  the 
1 arger cooking area wi t h  the major i t y  of 
vessels c l u s t e r i n g  near a  w a l l  on the 
edge o f  the area. A l a rge  m a j o r i t y  o f  the 
vesse ls  were the ub iqu i tous  beveled-r im 
bowl, Approximately 160 unbroken 
beveled-r im bowls were found a long w i t h  
many more which were broken. A  very rough 
est imate would be t h a t  more than 1000 
beveled-r im bowls were d iscarded i n  t h i s  
area. 

Along w i t h  the beveled-rim bowls, 
numerous o ther  vessels were found i n  t h i s  
area. There were several l a rge  spouted 
and unspouted j a r s  which, though broken, 
appear t o  have been discarded i n  t a c t  o r  



no i ~ h b o r s  and, 

GROUP SHOT OF IMPORTANT W L L  VESSELS 

based on typo log ica l  
considerat ions, was a lso inf luenced by 
the la rger  southern Pro to l  i te ra te  
cu l  ture.  

As tho on ly  known P r o t o l i t e r a t e  s i t e  
botmen lower Mesopotamia and the Khabur 
t r i ang le /B ig  Bend area, T e l l  Q r a ~ a  i s  

LADELS 

important simply f o r  demographic reasons. 
Bu t cont inu ing excavations are 
demonstrating the importance o f  T e l l  
Qraya as i t  cont r ibutes t o  a  greater 
understanding o f  the Pro to l  i tora te  
cu l  ture. 

SEAL IMPRESS1 (INS 
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